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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Dr what Means the Public comes to be 
"LD troubled with a LeTTER, originally 
intended for bis Grace the D— of N——, 
zoill naturally be inquired, and may be pro- 
per to inform the indulgent Reader. The 
following Obſervations on the pernicious Prac- 
tices of the Smugglers at Boulogne, were 
made by two Engliſh Gentlemen who refided 
fame time in that Town, baving been forced 
away from their Country by the Viciſſitudes of 
Fortune, and the intquitous Arts of defigning 
Men. There they had daily an Opportunity 
of remarking, and even of inquiring, into 
every Step and Meaſure with which this de- 
ſtructive Commerce (if Commerce we can call 
#t) is conducted, in Defiance of the Laws of 
Great Britain. Upon the Settling of their 
Afairs, towards the Cloſe of the laſt Spring, 
theſe Gentlemen returned to England, where 
they baue fince communicated to their Friends 
the Obſervations and Diſcoveries made during 
their Exile. Theſe were found to be of ſuch 

A 2 wetghty 


ADVE RTISEMENT, - 


5 ls Importance, by the impartial Judg- 
ment of ſome who are well acquainted with 
commercial Matters, as to deſerve to be laid 
before bis Grace the 55. of N----- for the 

general Good of the Nation. In conſequence 
of a repeated Solicitation from their Friends, 
"they applied to a Gentleman of dilinguiſhed 
"Merit in the City, who undertook to commu- 
"mcate them to a Perſon of Rank in one of the 
Branches of the Adminiſtration, in order to 
"have his private Opinion, before they were 
laid before the Miniſter. © This Perſon ap- 
"proved of their Zeal, as likewiſe of their 
"Hints fot remedying of the Abuſe ; but add- 
ed, That as the Attention of the Government 
is at preſent taken up with Matters of greater 
"Moment. in this critical Cunjuncture, when 
ave are at the Eve of a War with our potent 
and ambitious: "Neighbour, it would be _unſea- 
| fonable to trouble his Grace with Matters of 
leſs Importance. Finding therefore, that an 
Application to thoſe at the Helm would be of 
no Service at preſent, they have ventured 
to fubmit.their Remarks to the public Exami- 
nation, hoping that they will be of ſome Ser- 
790 ben ger, when the preſent Diſputes 
with 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


with France ſhall come to be ſettled. In the 
mean time, perhaps they will helþ to convince 
every impartial Briton of the indefatigable 
Endeavours uſed by the French to prejudice 
our Commerce, and of the juſt Reſentment of 
thoſe who have the Direction of our public 
Afairs, againſt the perfidious Behaviour of 
that refileſs Nation. 
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| To the Mosr NonLe 


& R „ & & * 
x: THIS 


SHORT SKETCH, 


CONTAINING 


A Viz w of the clandeſtine Trade now 
1 carried on at Boulogne, Calais, and Dun- 
| kirk, not only in Tea and Brandy, but 
likewiſe in Fol, in defiance of the Laws 
of England, is humbly preſented by 


Your G RACE'S moſt 
dutiful, and moſt obedient, 
humble Servants, 


March 25, 1755, 
W. MS. 


OV — — — 


May it pleaſe your & R ACE,. 

E Town and Harbour of Bon- 
ane in France, has been ſo en- 

larged and inriched within the 


compaſs of twenty-five or thirty 
'F Years, that whereas Fiſhermens Boats, 
| and ſuch-like Trading-veſlels as were then 
5 employed to and from Boulogne, uſed tb 


4 anchor near to the Church of Sr. Nicholas, 
F they have now on the ſame Spot opened 
handſome Streets; built a gteat number 

of Merchants Houſes, a commodidus Key, 
3 with a large ſtone Pier, and rendered the 
4 Harbour capable, at Spritig-tides, of ſend- 
ing out Ships of three hundred Tons 
Burden. This Pier was begun about 
fourteen Years ago, not by the Goveti 
ment, but by the the Merchafits trading 
with the Engl/þ Smugglers, who peti- 
tioned the Court, That à Tax might be 
laid on their Conſumption ef Beer and 
20 B Brandy 


85 


= 8 Þ* 2.1 1 2 
. Brandy or a Term: of fourteen Yeats, to 


ves the Town to defray the Ex pences 
of clearing the Harbour, which was then 
like'to be choked up. __ Accordingly, they 
obtained an Act of Council for that pur- 


' Poſe, and an Engineer was ſent to direct 


and complete the Work, the Expence of 


Which amounted to about fifteen, thou- 


ſand Pounds Sterling. Thus there is 


great Reaſon to believe that the Har- 
bout of Ballgne, almoſt choked up 5 


it was in the Tear 1740, would have 
continued in the ſame ruinous Condi- 


_ tion, had it not been for the Eng lifh 


Smugglers; who, about the: Years: 1737, 


1738, and? 1739, flocked over in ſuch 


Numbers, that it began to reſemble an 
Engliſh Colony. Upon this Succeſs, theſe 
Enemies of their Country grew ſo in- 
ſolent, that they had Veſſels built from 


fifty to one hundred, Tons, burden, and 


went ſo, ſtrongly, armed, that they often 
Fought) their Way, if. they denen to 
üer bin Herre tion, 2422 7 po Sr 
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of the Method and Proceedings of the 
Smugglers about the Year 1739, becauſe 
we apprehend it will ſhew what Steps 
the French have taken to encourage and 
ſupport this clandeſtine Trade. On the 
one hand, theſe Men uſed to come on 
Shore with a Sack of Money thrown 
over a Pole, to the Amount of a thou- 
ſand Pounds Sterling, very often fiſteen 
hundred Guineas, or more, to purchaſe 
Tea and Brandy. On the other hand, 
the French ſtudied to humour and pleaſe 
them, and gave them the Name of 
Guinta- Men, from bringing over ſuch a 
Number of Guineas. Such was the In- 
dulgence ſhewn them on all Occaſions 
by the French, that they uſed to call Bou- 
logne the Land of Liberty; for the Com- 
mandant had Orders to connive at any 
Folly or Inſolence they were guilty of; 
and the civil Magiſtrates! behaved: with 
the ſame Lenity to them, becauſe” it was 
theſe very Magiſtrates that ſupplied them 
with Tea and Brandy. Thus they con- 

tinued to triumph in their illegal Prac- 
tices from the Year 1737, to 1744, when 
W B 2 the 


yet thoſe, of our own Nation not 
ing ſo civil, towards the Cloſe of the 
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141 
the legiſlative- Power thought fit to in- 
terpoſe, and paſſed an Act, the 18th of 
of George H. cap, 26. which puts a Duty 
of only one Shilling per Pound Weight, 
and 25 per Cent. ad Valorem of the groſs 
Price, at which the Tea fhall be fold: at 
the public Sale of the Eg India Com- 
pany. It was generally; expected that this 
Act of Parliament would effectually have 
ſtopped the ſmuggling Trade, as it made 
fo great a Reduction in the Price of our 
own. ordinary Fea: But the contrary is 
too evident. And though this illicit 
trade was in ſome meaſure carried on 
duting the War, the French Privateers 
having had Orders not to moleſt them, 


War we had: yery near deſtroyed this ini- 


| quitous Commerce. However upon the 


Proclamation. of the Peace, they ſoon ap- 
peared: again, though in a different Shape; 
their Way, c they had ' Cutters built on 


purpoſe for Running, of ſo ſine a Mould, 
and made* ſo complete for failing, that 


few 


11 
few Veſſels are able to come up with 


The Expence of Building and Rüg- 


ging each of theſe Cutters amounts ta 
| between three and four hundred Pounds 
Sterling. They are employed in no. othep 
Trade, but in running of Fea and Brandy 
from Boulogne, Calais, and Dunkirk, As 
to the Smugglers themſelves, they are not 
the People who riſque thoſe Cuttera, 
neither are they the People who pay for 
building them: No, my Lo, this 
is done by the French Merchants, who 
are Sharers in all, or moſt of the Cute 
ters employed in this clandeſtine Com- 
merce. It is therefore the more extraor 


dinary, that when Seizures are made, the 
Cuſtom-houſe Officers do not take the 
Boats, as well as the Tea and Brandy, 
and burn or deſtroy them, as directed by 
Act of Parliament. But in that reſpect, 
Coaſt, 


our Officers on the Kent and! Suffex 
practiſe a Politeneſs or "IE of a 
"os 15 8 1 | 


- 
4 o 
_ # ® 


461 | 
We have ſeen ſince September laſt, Ten 
or Twelve, nay Fourteen of theſe Cutters 
come into Boulogne Harbour in one Tide, 
and daily Fhree or Four. Nay we can 
fafely affirm, that not a Day in the Year 
paſſes, but there is this Number coming 
in and going out, loaded with Tea and 
Brandy; inſomuch that a Stranger would 
be almoſt perſuaded to think it a lawful 
Employ, ſceing them *. ſo EP 
— ety. oc Sin 
e Ger Son sch yorl 215 12rfrign 


N otwithſtanding what ſame People may 
think of the ruined Condition af the 


Smugglers, from the Numbers hanged 
and tranſported; permit us, my Lo xo, to 
give an Account of the preſent Quantity 
of Tea and Brandy, which is annually 
run from the Town of Baulagne. This 
Port was ſo little and ſo. inſignificant 
Twenty-five Vears ago, chat it did not de- 
fray the Expences of keeping a Cuſtom- 
houſe; for which reaſon every Six Weeks 
a Sum of Money uſed to be ſent from 
Amiens, to pay the Charges of; Cuſtom- 
houſe Officers, &c. But now the Caſe is 
5 nltpred, for the Engliſh Smugglers have 
occaſioned 
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* 
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occaſioned ſuch! a Trade, by carrying over 
to them Engliſ Wool, and Engliſb Money, 
and by running Tea and Brandy, beſide 
Hollands, Cambricks, and French Eaft- 
India Goods, into England, that now every 
Six Weeks the Farmer- general ſends down 
F a Chaiſe marine from Amiens, to take off 
4 the Surplus-money paid in for Duties and 
f Cuſtoms _ the Port of 2 0 


1 
5 is by means of this Trade, my Lony, 
2 the French Eglt-India Company flou- 
| riſhes : It is by means of the Tea ſmug- 
7 gled into England that the Company's 
1 Actions bear ſo high a Price, and that the 
Number of Ships annually employed in 
their Trade has increaſed from Two to Six 
Ships ſince the Lear 17483 it is by means 
of: this clandeſtine Trade that the Inhabi- 
tants of Baulpgne became enabled to charge 
themſelyes with a Duty on, Beer and 
Brandy; to the Amount of Fifteen thou- 
ſand Pounds Sterling, in order to make a 
better Harbour, and to build a new Pier. 
Thus the French (beſides opening of Dun- 
Airk, Harbour), are now ,polletſed. of one 
are valuable Port within the Chanel, 
al whereby 


ts) 
whereby they are enabled to 


annby our 


at the ſame time, to give Shelter to the 
wading Veſſels of their own A 
— eg at + 


"Here we beg Leave to — your 
— it was this new made Har- 
bour which ſheltered upwards of Two 
Hundred armed Veſſels in that critical 
Time of the Year 1745 and 1746, which 
Veffels' were ſent from St. Malo, Dieppe, 
Dunhirt, &c. and actually rendevouzed one 
whole Month in the Harbour of Beulbgue, 
w take on board 16,000 Men, who were 
there ready to embark On this Occaſion 
de is melancholy to obſerve, that the Smug- 
gers were the Perſons intended by the 
French to pilot thoſe Troops over to the 
nt or Buſfex Coaſts; and particularly 
Two of the moſt experienced of thoſe 
Traitors, who then lay in the Harbour 
Wich their ' Cutters to take in Tea and 
Brandy, were carried up to Paris, ant 

paſſed an Examination as Pilots before the 
Prenth Miniftty ; though, for Appearance 
fake, Monfieur Commifſary Deshe, h 
had 


Merchants Ships by their Privateers, and, 


* 1 


had been a Priſoner in Dove#-Caftle *, was 
to have had the Honour of being the Pilot. 
During all this Parade or Farce, our Fleet 
was detained in the Downs by contrary 
wal hots 20:37; 200 0's 


In this part of out Account, your 
GRAN may think we have digreſſed too 
far from the Point we ſet out with, name - 
ly the ſmuggling Trade: But as theſe 
Men were thought worthy of being em- 
ployed in that Affair, and were willing 
Hands, we hope it will not appear alto- 
gether foreign to our Deſign. If any 
Doubt ſhould ariſe as to the Truth and 
Probability of what has been here aſſerted, 
we are ready to prove the Whole, when» 
ever your GRACE will pleaſe to admit us 
to an Audience. We are ready likewiſe 
to prove, that Four Hundred Tons of 
» They had a fair Wind one Night, and might 
have ſlipped over and landed, but their Hearts fail'd 
'em. The Inhabitants thought the Troops were em- 
barked and gone, for they were ordered not to ſtir 
out of their Houſes that wg on pain of Death. 
The French told us, that the Step would be to 
ſeize Dover-Caftle; but that were in ſome doubt 
whether the Iiſb Brigades would ſtand by em after 
they were landed, tho' they ſeemed ſuch flaming hot 
Partizans whilſt they breathed French Air. 

S#r2cr101 C Tea, 


1 10 1 


— and Four thouſand Pipes of Brandy, 
were run laſt Year from the Port of Rau- 
lr . 1 _ n ct | 


+. 4,*3 * 


of farther Notice ; and that you will per- 
mit us to wait upon your GRACE, in 
order to propoſe *A Scheme for remedying 
the abovementioned Evil-; which Scheme 
we humbly MEER n. n 
—— 2 7 ' £2224, 
a At may not be pmpeoper — aber a= 
quaint your G RACE, that the French have 
their carlieſt Intelligence from this moſt 
dangerous Set of People; for the Smug- 
glers who come with their Cutters to Bou- 
Agne, from the Iſle of Wight, from Portſ- 
mouth, Sandwich, Deal, and Dover, arc 
generally able to give. a pretty good Ac- 
count. of what is going forward in the 
King's Yards, even from Portſmouth to 
- Deptford. We ourſelves have ſeen upon 
the late Rumour of War, the Command- 
ant, and the Mayor of Baulggne, Alder- 
man James Corlliot, and Monſieur Jobn L. 
Sabbomere, watching — Tide for the 
coming 


Tm) 

coming in of the Smugglers, who were 
Greatly taken to the Mayor's Houſe, and 
cloſely examined as to the Number and 
Preparations of the Men of War at Spit- 
Bead, the Downs,” &c. which Intelligence 
"ma immediately ſent to Breſt or Paris. 


| n on this Qoca- 
ſion, to repreſent to your GRACE the 


different Conduct of the Exciſe- Officers 
upon the River Thames, from that of the 
Cuftom-Houſe Officers upon the Kent and 
Suſſex Coaſt. The former are very ſcru- 
pulous when they board a Veſſel: off Til- 
bury, whether a poor Sailor has any more 
than one or two Caſe-Bottles of Brandy, 
or more than one or two Pounds Weight 
of Tea: The latter, by a Myſtery which 
we do not pretend to explain, can ſuffer 
four hundred Tons of Tea, and four 
thouſand Pipes of Brandy, to be annu- 
ally run from the oppoſite Shore, viz. 
from the Town of Boulogne, which may 
be as eaſy to prevent, as it is to collect the 


9 of a Turnpike. 


C 2 Upon 


— . 


Method of looking after the Smugglers, 


and from the ſmall Number of Seizures, 
made on the Steps which the Smugglers 
your GRACE, that with fifty Men, and 


only three Boats, under our Command 


of Boulogne from being frequented by the 


L 


Upon the Whole, my Lo xn, we! are 


certain, from the Obſervations Which we 
haye carefully made, that the Harbour of 
Boulogne, and the, clandeſtine Trade car- 
ried on from thence, are of that dange- 
rous Conſequence which we have endea- 
voured to point out, and that the preſent 


is, and in its Nature muſt be unequal to 


the End propoſed by the Legiſlature, as 
from the great Quantity of run Goods, 


manifeſtly appears. We are confident al- 
ſo, from the Remarks we have carefully 


actually take to elude the preſent Officers, 
and we are moreover able to prove it to 


and Direction, we could hinder the Port 


Smugglers; and that by the ſame Method 
the Ports of Calais and Dunkirk might be 
rendered uſeleſs; by which means this 
pernicious Commerce would be in a great 
meaſure extin guiſhed. 
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1 31 
- /'Tis but about a Month ago ſince we 
left the Town of Boulogne, and then moſt 
of the labouring People were employed 
in making Half-Anchors and Caſks, Oil- 
ſkin+ Bags and Slings, and in carrying 


down Goods to the Key, viz. Tea and 


Brandy to the Smugglers; at the ſame 
time the Shop- keepers were all employ d 
in ſelling them Handers Linen, Ea/t-India 


Goods, Cambrics, &c; as likewiſe the 


Merchants and their Clerks, in picking 


out all the filver Money of ſtandard 


Weight to ſend to Paris, and the light 
Money to ſend back to England, in order 
to get Guineas in exchange, whereby they 
gain about one and a half per Cent, be- 
fides their Profits in dealing with the 
Smugglers, to the annual Amount of 


' 150,000 J. Sterling. In this manner a 


Trade, fo apparently productive of Miſ- 
chiefs to England, and of Advantages: to 


France, hath been increaſing ever ſince 


the Vear 1748; but we flatter ourſelves, 
that effectual Means will be taken to ſup- 
preſs it, when your GR Ac ſhall become 
once thoroughly acquainted with the 
Truth of this Memorial, which we again | 


, repeat 


e 
repeat we are ready to prove in every Ar- 
VVV rr 1 ie 

The French Merchants themſelves ac- 

knowledge, that they never fold ſo much 

Tea and Brandy as they did the laſt 

Tear, 1754; and yet this Year, unleſs 4 
Tome Stop is put to the Trade, is ver,, 
ana. to exceed the laſt in A” | y 


During the Months of EY 
Oger, 1754, came in their laſt Year's 


Sale of Tea from Port L'Orient, the 
Quantity of which was really amazing to 
behold: But, what is of greater Conſe- 
quence to us, all this large Quantity is 
likely to be run upon the Kent and Sue 
Coaſt, before next September's Sale comes 
on. As a Proof of which we can affure 


ur Grace; from our own' certain 
. that the Boulogne Merchants 
Had no Tea left laſt Year to ſupply the 
Smugglers, from the latter end of Au- 
guſt, but were forced to wait till the 
2 of October for the Arrival of 
the Eaft-India Company 8 og a above- 
mentioned, 
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Ws are. ſenſible, indeed, my Lonp; 
that ſome Seizures, are made; but the 
Smugelers themſelves admit, that if dou- 
ble the Quantity of Tea and Brandy was 
ſeiſed, they ſtill could bear it; for they 
ſay they have made Calculations, that 


they are able to continue the Trade, and 
to afford to loſe a Cargo once in ſiwe 
times; tho, 28 things are now. managed, 
they own they do n 
. „ 250 


Aw theſe. Smugglers come to meet 
with ſuch lodulgence, is a Myſtery, im- 
penetrable to us: But if a reaſonable 
Method can be pointed ont for ſuppreſſing 
them, and for hindering 300, ooo l. ready 
Money, as well as a large Quantity of 
Wool, from being annually ſent to France, 
we humbly conceive that your aur" 
will in ſuch Caſe be ay ready to em- 
brace it. T 


From the great Succeſs the French 
have had in Smuggling of their 'own Tea 
from Boulagne and Calais, they have, ſince 
the Peace of 1748, prohibited all Dutch 


Teas 


. 


2, 
Teas from coming into France: It is 


| likewiſe from the fame Succefs, chat the' 
Bench Eafi-India Company have fo vaſtly 


dan bing fm le 


Thi Comp penys Adtions indeed, like 
other Funds, are affected by the Appear- 
ahce of War; but if they are permitted 


of Tea 2 wow 


to throw into England, as now they do, 


almoſt all the Teas which they import 


from Lidia, their Actions will continue to 
bear a very high Price. And this, with- 


out doubt, is the Motive which has al- 


ready induced many Britz/h Subjects to 


withdraw their Money from our Funds, 
and to by up their Actions, where they 
get near 6 per Cent. Now, as all theſe 
Miſchiefs, which England but too ſenſibly 
feels, are intirely owing to the Strength 
and Suecceſs of this illegal Commerce, we 
humbly hope, my Lo xp, that if it can 
be kept under, or in a great meaſure ſup- 


preſſed by fifty Men, and three Boats 


only, and, in conſequence thereof, the 
French Company's Actions be reduced to 
a "ow Ebb, perhaps to 1100 Livres, or 


leſs, 


[#7] 
leſs, the Expences attending the Appoint- 
ment of fifty Men, and three boats, will 
be conſidered as a very caſy Method of re- 
dreſſing this enormous Abuſe. 


We have collected a pretty exact Ac- 
count, both of the Quantity and of the 
Value of the Tea vended from Boulogne 
laſt; Vear, as alſo of the Brandy; and 
likewiſe what Quantity of Wool was ſmug- 
gled into Boulogne ; all which, when cal- 
led upon, we are ready to lay before your 
GRACE. W | 


We have the dur to ſubleribe our- 


ſelves 


oy 


* Nur GRACE 


moſt obedient 2 


a a; rale OP bp Yar 
Import of Brandy and Tea,” at Boulogne, 
to be ſmuggled into England upon the ,op- 

alle Ct, between October 17.54, and 
. October 1755. 


Ah an Arc of the n of Englith 
mol run from the Coaft of Suſſex, 158 
and Romney. Marin. 0 


15 th the Names of the En glim e ö 


Whereby appears an infinite. 1 to - 
| Nation, viz. | 2155 


4 ha 
22.4 Is 1 * 1 's\ 


Firft, In carrying away 200,000 Ster- 
long 1 in . 


a In ns away our Wool to 
the French Mannen b 


Thirdh, In bninging ck two needleſs 
Articles, Tea and French Brandy ; the 
Brandy, in particular, a worſe Commodity 
than our Malt-Spirits, which ſhould rather 
be * becauſe the Conſumption 

of 


T1] 
För "that brings a large Revenue to the 
Crown, and the Landlotd and Farmer 
gains thereby a a 13 woe: for W 


Corn. | 


m, Tea, as per other dus is averaged 
at 30 /. Steling per Chelt, taking two 
Cheſts of Gheen to one of Boben; fo that 
5189 Cheſts at 186 1b. weight each Cheſt; 
amounts to 430 Tons, 17 C. 1 gr. 23 lb. 


'T he Bun is enges at 10 1 * 
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Mont Joh Gola: 


Monſ. Vin. Collie 


Vonſ. Vaillaumt 


Monſ. John Barbe 


Captain Coilliot 


Monſ. Stephen 5 | 


L' Sablaniere 
Monſ. Clary and Son 


| Mond. Eg. 
on the K 


Jan. Merlin © 


To ſundry ſmall lock 
of different Marks, 
which we could not 
male out for fear of 


| Merchanty N ames at Ben- 
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being thought Spies. 
Monſ. Germain & 
Dallet e 450} 4500 
5189 155670 3911 39110 
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Calais and Dunkirk 


exclufive of what is carried to J 194780 { Sterling Money 
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4, Arco of the Quantity of Wil ras 


ino Boulogne, during the. dark Nights 


nd bad Weather, betwixt October 17 54, 


and March loft, 1755. 
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Monſ. Beequereh © Joon gt" 


Mont James Coillivt \- 2 
Mon Wi lian Gllat | 


Mon. Honerell | | 1 


Monf. Jahn L. Bel | 94 4 


Nonf, Germain Dallet 1 KEE 
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We have not ſet down the Value of the 
Wool, becauſe, notwithſtanding that the 


French pay ready Money for that Article, 


and are willing to allow 100 per Cent. Pro- 
fit, yet the Wiſdom of our Laws has ſe- 


verely forbid the carrying it to them. 


This 


1 

This is an Affair very grievous and pro- 
Wöking, and the Title Tricks mide aſe of 
by the French, u "Commbitiation” with the 
-Ovilers, may deferve «your Notice, vis, 
An Engliſh Veſſel gives à Sigtal, whereby 
*Beatd, and thereupon a Bont puts off irm- 
mediately, and takes Poſſeſſion of the 
'Veffel, brings her into the Harbour, and 

unloads the Wool, the \Eng/i/b not ap- 
pearitg till the Wool is landed ; and thus 
they think themſelves ' ſcreened from any 
Trouble or Information in England. But 

We happened to lodge fear the Cifoni- 
Hauſe, and have often ſoen and watched 
the Farce. The Wool is ſent away to 
Amiens, where they carry on a great Ma- 
nufacture of Stuffs; and ſometimes to 
 Abbevilk, for the cloathing Manufacture. 
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Names of the Englith Smugglers why game. 


dus or three tinies a Week to Boulogne, _ 
Capt, Foaſon : _ and his Crew a large Cutter 
Capt. Rix and his Crew a large Cutter 
Capt, Stephen and his Crew a large Cutter 
Ditto D. Pierpoint and his Crew a large Cutter 
| Ditto H. Piepoini and his Crew a large Cutter 
Fobn Pellet and his Crew a Boat 
Bold Robs and his Crew a Cutter 
Foln Milk and his Crew a Merchant 
Wilkam Helden and his Crew a Merchant 
Fobn French and his Crew a Merchant 
Jahn Turner and his Crew , 2 Cutter 
Fabn Lack and his Crew , a Merchant 
\ Tall-Boy and his Crew Aa Merchant 
Dick Word and his Crew a large Cutter 
— Farley and his Crew a large Cutter 
Leb. Maffit and his Crew a large Cutter 
Tom Aylecbbury and his Crew a large Cutter 
— Knight and bis Crew 2 Hoveler 
Buck Wingfield and his Crew a large Cutter 
Dick Hall and his Crew a large Cutter 
Tom Hall and his Crew a Cutter 
— Johnſon of Dover and his Crew 2 Hoveler 
m= Daviſe and his Crew a Hoyeler 


Turner 


— Diggs and his Crew a Horeler | 
—Crowecher and his Crew 2 large Cutter 


Tom G "and  hig Crew a large Cutter 


Bob Phillis nd his Crew a large Cutter 
4 and his * a | Hoveler | * 
W * 1 


zu wn: «1 N 
N. B. l of theſe Cutters are 70 
Tons Burden, and the leaſt are 30 Tons; 
er make one or two Trips a Week: 
to Blulogne, the Quantity muſt be Ve 
pit: ape in a ener er. „ 
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Mz ncnanrs, of London, Mali- 
Hahler, Dealers in Tea, and 
55 in the Moollen- MA. 2 
relative to the E M s - 
| 841 A L. 1 


erwin 


T may be naturally expected that ſuch 
a trading Nation as Great Britain, 
ſhould liſten to every judicious Hint which 
may ſerve to put a Stop to a clandeſtine 
Branch of Trade carried on with France. 
This Inform ation, founded on the ſtricteſt 
Truth, well deſerves your Notice. For 
b E no 


0 0 1 
no honeſt or wiſe Man would wiſh to ſee 
me Contiauänee of 4 Trade, big with 
all the, Miſchief deſcribed in the Sorogo- 
ing Memorial, eſpecially at this time, 
conſidering the State of the Nation, the 


Load of the public Debt, the E 


| 


of lapipg new Taxes, and the 
of a War, in which we are like to be 
embroiled with a neighbouring Power. 
Upon feripus; Reflectign, Gentlemen, you 
wilt find that this Affair is no mean Ar- 
ticle of {the prodigious Drain of Money 
from Britain to France. No leſs than 
200,000 Li'l Veat by the Importation of 
KD French Cambrics and e 
400,000 BY a. Year by French Brand rey” 2nd 
, Foreign Spirits, ang 
Wee, a Year by Tea. Theſe c Sums 
added together, amount to half a Million 
of Money, which is equal te a Land- 
T AX, of One Shillong in the Pound. ＋ 


Should Hot this ſerve to "uM * 
Reſolutions of the Parliament, to put an 


effectual Stoß to ſuch a pernicious Branch 
of Trade and Commerce carried on in 
the Chanel, f in | Defiance of the Laws? 

* "Tis 


9 4 | 4 
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youu knows,” that many Adds of he 
lature dre fifficieritly declarative of 
naffongt Thfury We" habe long ſuſtain- 
ed: but the Remedy provided hath not 
bertt ade quite th the Diſcaſe; and we are 
forty to fay; that it never will, till ano- 
fer” Brunch of the Revenue, bt che 
ch, but che Exciſe, ſhall fend out 
per Officers with their Boats, to keep 
4 good earn after the Dela. 


The Obferviti ons in the foregoing Me. 
motial, relating to the Trade of Tes, 
Brandy, and Wool, were collected by two 
private Perſons, perſecuted by Fortune, 
who lately dende at Boulogne, waiting the 
Event of a tedious Chancery Suit, ſo that 
they Had ocular Proof of every thing they 
advance. The Point in Queſtion, as de- 
ſctibed by them, is of great Moment to this 
Kingdom, and we hope that Truth will be 
properly regarded by the Public, whether 
collected By private Hands, without Fee or 
Reward, or by thoſe in Office. 


Gentlemen who have lately been at 
Dintirh, may have heard that a certain 
E 2 Engliſh 


2 


2280 Engineer was ſent thithes to obſervo 
and inſpect the Works which the French 
are carrying on by a new Canal, and the 
Opening of Dunkirk Harbour; If his Re- 
port is ſatisfaQtory to the Public, we ſhall 
fay no more on Ithat Head: Hqwever, 
we are confident that the Facts ſtated. in 
this Memorial are true; as a Proof where- 
of we earncſtly wiſh, that the Miniſtry 
would be pleaſed ta ſend. gyer to Boulogne 
a- proper Perſon likewiſe, to whom we 
will engage to give ſufficient Demonſtra- 
tion of the ſeveral Facts which are here 
aſſerted. n The Intrepidity of two Stran- 
gers, in a Country and Government like 
France, undertakin g we may ſay, with a 
Rope about their Necks, to ſound the 
Depth o of an illicit Trade, which the French 
are ſo very deſirous to conceal, is indeed a 
Matter of ſome Surprize. If they ven- 
tured u upon this dangerous Inquiry, from 
an honourable Motive, vis. the Service of 


their Country, furely FRY deſerye a grate- 
ful Return, 2 


| Whatever may have been their Mo- 
tive, let us not forget to comme: | 
morate 


[29] 


morate the Boldneſs of our worthy 


Countrymen upon the Kent and Suſſex 
Coaſt, honeſt Gentlemen! who out of 
pure Regard to their King and Country, 
dare to ſend over our Cyftom-Houſe Boats 
to Boulogne for French Claret; beſides, al- 
moſt every Week freighting the Smugglers 
Boats with Hampers of Champagne and 
Burgundy Wine, that ſo their elegant 
Taſtes may be fully ſupplied. For their 
Tables on Shore are as plentifully fur- 
niſhed as thoſe of the Britsþ Nobility, 
The Smugglers and the French know all 
this to be true; and if the Gentry of 
the Cigloms deny the Charge, we are able 
to go to Particulars, and will undertake to 
prove it upon them by e of cheie 
mn People: 1 21 


But wha. comes it, © thing the Lawn 
of England are thus diſregarded ? What 
People, except the French, and thoſe before- 
mentioned, are the better for this villainous 
Employ? Let the Merchants and whole- 


ſale Dealers of London, conſider the Con- 
ſequence of this pernicious Trade, and 
how it often affects their Property. As tq 

the 


due their Cfeditors 


5 191 
tvs cb h wege, they only ha 


"this Flr: 
ploy: and E it happetic that at Exchrifurr 
Proceſs, or Information, 18 lodged agairilt 
them, they make no furtfler ROS cbs 
of: it, but | gp ulide to France,” with alk 
the Ready- möne they can lay bands 6fr, 
Ki there turn Agents for the Smug len 
* prove this Aﬀertion, We na ent 
mes tion three ef theſe Renegades, tlic 
we could name a long 1 Lift who Have left 
land, and are” fince become Imple- 
Meents of more Miſchief on the Frturb 
fide of the Water, 1. „ Sr of "Cali! 
Ha- of Duni, and Dun 87 
 Brdlight, in Partnerſhip with Witt Col. 
Wet; condemm'd for Murder at Letols A 
ſizes. Theſe three Men dealt laſt Vear 
with the Smugglers | for $0,000 J. but 
tags are altered fince Mir” Baniſhment; 
for mow Frentb Goods are landed fo ed< 
fly, that the Succeſs ſerves for Riot, and 
to uphold and fupport a Wretche? —— 
Pack of Fellows, called Land. Smugg 
Fellows, with Gangs of Horſes 10 


about the'Sea-coafts, who ought to be at 
Plodgh and Cart, inftead of driving about 
the 


folk 


the | Country: z; diſorderly. amitti, and 
who/ teadiy turn Highwannen add Mun 
dgrers upon the leak Ohſtructia nm 
ein —— the. Caſt of Kent and 
Sufex, and ſep x hat a prafligar Spirit reigns 
the | 'Common-people;z: they will 
ner haggrd, their | Lives. in a Smuggling 
Canes Myꝛi in an pen Boat, than Giiter 
on board, a Man of War, The Farmeo 
leaves his Plough, the Mechavic his Faoks; 
the Shop-keepgr turns ſmuggling. Ner- 
chant; and all ſgorning ta rk, bit put= 
ſuing heir Pleaſuse, take to- this adit and 
pernicious Cousſe of Lift. Thus from a 
brave, labotious, and diligent People, that 
uſed to ſupply the HBritiſo Navy witho the 
beaſt of Plots and. Sailors, they are become 
Friends to the French, and Enemies to them 
native Country ; they are become a ſkulk- 
ing, idle, and inſolent Crew of Deſpera- 
docs; determined on running Tea and 
Brandy, inſtead of chearfully. entering on 
board a Man of War to fight the Enemy, 
and ſetve their King and o. — 
Meadcholy 3 3 10! 10 all 
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But wewbuld: gladly aſſe any of theſe 
Mei; which ef them, with Truth and Rea- 
ſon, can ſayꝝ even ĩn time of Peace, that the 
Trade ought to be continued? Suppoſe tis 
the Farmer (Numbers of uom, dreſſed in 
Ploughmens Frocks, are dally at Boulzgne) 
let him turn his Horſes and his Servants 
to. Huſbandry. Suppoſe it is the Sailor, 
or coaſting Smuggler, what "Hardſhip for 
him to turn his Hands, and the Crew of 
his Cutter to Fiſhing ? Suppoſe. tis the 
Shop-keeper, Who would be thought a 
Merchant, becauſe he employs a Cutter 
to run Tea and Brandy from France; we 
can tell him that too many Inſolvencies 
are occaſioned-by truſting the London Deal - 
ers Property in ſuch wretched Hands. 
After all, we muſt admit that there is 
one Set of People who will have room 
to complain, vis. the Cuffom-Houſe Off- 
cers ! But perhaps no honeſt or wife Man 
— _ e 


7 10 48 5 1 get 


*I. 14) 


Since . none but the French: are 
the better for this Trade, we may hope, 
ere long, to ſee the Towns of Boulogne, 
Calais, and Dupkirk, fall to Decay, in 


point 


' v7 
point of Commerce, as faſt as of late 


they have flouriſhed. For cb none cap 
depy, but that the French have a Right 
to rebuild their Fowns; and to repair their 
Harhbaurs \ ( Duntirł excepted ) yet the 
Engliſb have as much Right to fee. that 
Britiſh Subjects do not make thoſe Towns 
the Thorough- fare through which Gold 
and Silver paſs from us to the French Eat 
India an at ve L'. Orient. 1 


Upon the whole, we humbly ho 
that the Matter contained in this Memo- 


rial, does well deſerve ſome Notice; that 
our preſent able and wiſe Miniſtry will 
think proper to watch every Step which 
may be taken by the French, for the Im- 
provement of theſe Harbours in the Bri- 
tiſh narrow Seas: and that our Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Treaſury will not 
ſuffer a few, Under-Clerks of the Cuſtoms 
to continue in a wiltul and negligent Vio- 
lation of a public Truſt, ſuch a Violation 
of Truſt as calls for Redreſs. For who 
are they that ſhall dare to act in open and 
wilful Breach of the Laws? Shall Com- 
Houſe Officers be indulged in this pernicious 
F Practice, 


195 


Pradtice, becauſe of a few Votes? at leaſt 


we hope not! No, may the Government 
(as foon as Peace is eſtabliſhed) take this 
enormous Abuſe into Confideration, and 
not ſuffer that the French Ea. hidia Com- 
pany, by the Aſſiſtance of our Smugglers, 
and the Connivance of our Cuflom-Houſe 


Officers, ſhould do more Harm upon the 
_ Coaſts of Kent and Suſſex, than they are 


able to effect upon the Coaſts of Mala- 
bar and Coromandel. How far this clande- 
ſtine Trade has contributed to raiſe the 


_Credit of their India Actions, we leave 
to your impartial Judgment to determine. 


Ws are, &c. Se, 


N March 253 1755. 
The following are ſome of our Pro- 
pofals for Redreſs of the before. 
mentioned Abuſe, vn. | 


T. | 


No have four Cutters built, either at 
1 PFolkfone or Dover, as we would di- 
rect, each Cutter to be .equipp'd with 
Cheſts of Arms, Cc. &c. 


| IL 
To begin to ſuppreſs the Smugglings 


Trade on or about OcFaber next, that be- 


ing the Time when the next Cargoes of 
Tea will come from Port L Orient. 

Theſe Boats to be employed betwixt 
Blackneſs, Anibletuſe, and Outreau, where- 
by no Complaint can ariſe of the blocking 


up Boulogne Harbour. 


Tye Three 


kf "Re 
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Three or * Boats 8 in this 
manner, would break half, the Tea and 
Brandy - Merchants of Boulogne in ix 
Modfths-tim&, would occaſion all the Bills 
to. be. proteſted which. are given to pay the 
Company, and Pr them more than to 
beſiege their City. * N. B. Our Smug- 
glers carry over to Boulogne 3000 l. a 
Week, and upwards; may it pleaſe the 
Legiſlature to put a Stop to that for a few 
Yeats, and then ſee to what Height their 
* — > w3. dna. 
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V. 


Theſe Boats, under the Direction of 
the Commiſſioners of Exc, would make 
the Cum. Tae Boats do their Duty, or 
elſe all the Seizures mutt fall their: Share 
who will be maſt nw 


VI. 
Jo ſearch whe: Smugglers "Cutters, out- 
ward bound for Sterling Money; a Mat- 
tet hitherto intirely neglected, though, as 
we have ſaid before, they carry to Bon- 
29 T | & * logne 
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nh keep Agents in Bonlagne, can, and 
Duntirb, to give Intefligente of all the 
smugglers Steps, "their Tunes of cvnilig 
and going, and What argos. 
N. B. "This may be thought very dif- 
cult t to o undertake, 1 n! i 1 4 bo 
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ebe ugh of tach or den „ E 
Bonts to be enabled to pay for Intelli 


genee; the Smupoters being all Rogues, 
will take ene to betray each other. 


IX. 

- The Smugg lers have an ahnual pn 
of chooſing m Gweer, d U Her own 
Gang, who they dub th Captaiti of the 
Port for that Year; this Perſon is Ha- 
tioned on Crſar's Nur, with a Teleſcopæ 
to deſcry what Cuſtom-Houſe Boats 12 
cruiſing; like the Centinel placed on the 
toud-capped Rocks, over the Fort of 

Gibraltar, 


* 


[38] 
Gibraltar, hanging out a Number of Balls, 


ſignifying how many Veſſels are in fight, 
The French Merchants pay great Reſpect 
to this Man, and confider him as a fort 
of Conſul to a Fraternity of . Engi/b Out- 
Laws, Marderem, and Felons, ſuch as are 
nom at Boulogne, the Scum and Off- ſcour- 
ing of Britain; a Crew of Ragamuffins, 
that are ready to piſtol an Engh/bman,. if 
he ventures to ſpeak a Word about their 
pernicious Trade. "Twas theſe Men that 
brought the Mayor and his Officers, the 
Commandant, and a Party oh Soldiers, 
upon the 19th of December laſt, to ſearch 
our Lodgings at Monſ. Becquerel's, only 
1 we had been A a * an. 
7. {4 = 


X. | 
- Fea and Brandy, being Commodities 
cognizable under Exciſe Laws, we appre- 
hend it will not appear abſurd to re- 
commend. theſe Boats to paſs under the 
Direction of the . the 
Dates. | 


* ? 
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The 
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59 1 b ‚ . | $44 * 5%. 
the Legiſlature has effectually diſarms 
ed the Smugglers ; little or nothing more 
is wanting, than quick Sailing-boats to 
come up with them; let the Cuſtom- 
Houſe People deny this if they © can, with 
"run * . — 


e 


XII. 


To conclude, If the Matter complain'd 
of ought, or is intended to be redreſs'd; 
the Remedy is apparent, viz. There is 
no Difficulty to have four or five Boats 
built upon the ſame Model with the 
Smugglers Boats, and to have them as 
well rigg d, and as well manned; put a 
Cheſt of Arms into each Boat, which the 
Smugglers dare not carry, and Smuggling 
18 no more. 
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During this critical time of mid 
Repriſals, and alſo if War ſhould be de- 
clared, we humbly recommend to the 
Captains of his Majeſty's Sloops of War 
and Tenders, not to ſpare the Smug- 
4 glers ; 


fy 
glers; * them, that the ſeizing 
their Cutters, and ſending the Crews on 


hoard - A 'Man -of War, atk: 5 * 6 
*. PINE"; eee "ty 


nes 7. 
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i phy only reflect, * Ae Towns. of 


Dunkirk,, Calais, and Boyague, are able 


merely by the Advantage and Opportunity 
of their Situation, to afford a Retreat to all 


the Corſairs, and by their means to throw 
into England, from thoſe three Places, not 
leſs than eight or nine thouſand Pipes of 
foreign Spirits yearly ; ſurely we muſt al- 
low, that the Means of preventing: that 
Abuſe, is a, Matter not be neglected. 
And we purpoſely inſiſt thereon, to ſhew 
what a. fatal Error it is to ſuffer this 
Trade to continue: For if it be conſi- 
dered, that the Importation of eight or 
nine thouſand Pipes of Spirits, deprives 
the Britiſh Diſtillery of ſo much Ma- 
nufacture, gives Employment to the 
Poor of other Countries, and entiches 
thole Countries in proportion as it impo- 
veriſhes our own, and makes our Poor 
* N ; does it not become tbe Wiſ- 


dom 
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1 
dom of the Nation ta fave theſe n 
df our Treaſure? Bis S580 1 


It is indeed to be lamented, hs Fon Y 
- a Neſt bf Vermin (called Exgliſo) 
the French Side of the Water, who 
— united fuch! an Underftanding be- 
tween tlie French Merchant Ad ventu- 
rers and gur lawleſs Smugglers, that 
the Evil, like a conſuming Canker, robs 
this Kingdom of its Bullion, and, cf 
hat is ſtill of greater Value than Silver 
and Gold, its Wool. Theſe are continual- 
ly exported for Tea, Wine, and Brandy, 
not ſuch Brandy as comes from C niac 
and Nantz 3 nor half fo gaad as our 
own Malt — 0 ſuch as en 
vile Extras of e | 3 lokredlient, 
from which they draw a Spirit, beſide 
what they get from the Low Wines, 
Sc. which, together with the Tricks 
that the Bowlogue-Coapers practiſe, make 


a Compound (in Quality) fit to deſtroy 
an Army of Negroes ; a Conſideration 


worthy of the * of the Commiſ- 
ſioners 
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bones of dhe Navy, and of the Vic- 


tualling - Office,” and the Lords of the 


nn 
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o - | „ 
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fr ann te: 


* May that wn God imo: dude 
c over Human Affairs, and in whoſe 


continue his Bleſſings to this Land! 
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1 May his Majeſty, by great and * 
peated Victories, ſoon reduce his 


0 fending their on, inſtead of in- 


whole Engliſb Nation be excited 


1 into a generous Compaſſion of 


* 
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* 
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«thoſe Dangers that ſurround our 


e Trade, Colonies, and Plantations ! 
And as ſoon as Peace is proclaim- 
.-< edand re-eſtabliſhed, may an End 

be put to the pernicious Trade of 
- © Smugeling from France! For 
+. which we ſhallever-pray. 


A ſhort Deſcription of Boulog 0 
Qa on Duni. 


Bt is Sh on = S-thare, 
at the Diſtance: of twenty Miles from 
the Town of Calais to the South, ten 
Leagues from the neareſt Coaſt of Eng- 
land, fifteen Miles from Montrevil, and 
thirty- ſix from Abbew!le to the North. It 
is divided into the upper and lower Town, 
the former being well fortified) with a 
ſtrong Citadel; and has a cathedral Church 
with ſome Monaſteries, The lower Town, 
of late Years, is become conſiderable for 
its Traffic with the Engliſʒ Smugglers, 
and extends along the Port at the Mouth 
of the River Liane. Near the Harbour 
formerly ſtood a Watch-Tower, called La 
Tour de Ordre, and by the Exgliſb, The Old 
Man, ſaid to have been built by u,“, Ce- 
ſar, and repaired by the Emperor Charles 
the Great; but being neglected, is now 


fallen down. Boulogne was taken by Henry 
G 2 the 


J | 
the Villth, King of England, in 35444 


and afterwards reſtored to the French King 
4 _— by Irony of Peace, 850. 


Calais i Ri_ed na mnathy Plain, on 
the Coaſts of the Britiſb narrow Sea, 
called fm thehec "The Brrwit of Calais, 
at the Diſtance of nine Miles from Gra- 
velin and the Conftnes of Hunarrs to 
the Weſt, about ſeven Leagues from Do- 
ver, 5d the neareſt Shore of England 
to the South ·eſt. Its Fortifications con- 
fiſt of nine royal Baſtions, beſides thoſe 
ef che Citadel, and many other Out- 
Works, all lined with Stone ; it is alſo 
encompaſſed with a very large and deep 
Ditch, into which bag the River Hames, 
as well as a great Number of other 
Brooks, after having paſſed 2 the 


ed. There h only one Paſſage to the 
Town,” over "a Cauſeway, oommonly cal- 
ted, The Bridge of Nitullay ; and none 
ran enter, without the Permiſſion of the 
Gariſon of the Nicabank, into the Port, 
Which is ne" into two Parts; one 

| | whereof 


WJ 
qheteof is named Cape 4 Grey; ch 


other is larger, and ſhut up between 
two Moles built of Stone. The Town 
is extended in Form of a Triangle, "with 
a Caltle, The moſt remarkable Things 
in it are two ately Towers, The AL 
tar of the grand Church is all of wrought 
Marble, and its Domme extremely mag - 
nificent. In the Marſhes are to be ſeen 
floating Iſlands, and Sluces, by which the 
Country may be overflowed within a 
little Space of time. Edward the Third 
King of England, took the Town of 
Calais from the French, mne Domini, 
1347 ; but they, at length, retovered it, 
under the Conduct of the Dake of Guife, 
in 1558, after the Eng/ih had poſſe ſed 
it above 210 Years, 


Dunkirk is ſituated on the Shoar of the 
German Ocean, twenty Miles from Ca- 
lais. It is a large Town, well built, 
with neat Streets, and very populous. 
Here, a great Part of the Fleet deſign'd 
to invade England in 1743, was equipped, 
and the Embarkation of a conſiderable 

Body 
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bly of Troop actually made, with Ships 


of War ſent into the Channel to ſupport 

- the - faid Embarkation, notoriouſly de- 
ſigned i in Favour of the Pretender. —_ 
then, the French. have been repairing the 
Fortifications, | and erecting new: Works, 
in Breach of Treaties, whereby the Har- 
bour is capable of receiving Ships of five 
hundred Tons Burden ; and have cut a 
Canal, a Work of vaſt Labour, Art, and 
Expence, to ſcour out and deepen the 
Harbour. And beſides the building ſtrong 
Walls and Ravelins, Half-Moons and 
Counterſcarps, they have repaired a ſtrong 
Fort called the Rice- Bank; and on both 
ſides the Harbour are Forts with Cannon. 
planted on them. | 


